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Summary 
Our project "Once upon a time" starts like a fairy tale. Once upon a time there
were 3 Baltic countries...
People in these countries didn't have many machines like we have nowadays.
During this project we  showed to our students how life has changed. Baltic
States (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania) have been independent for more than 100
years already and we decided to present Baltic States cultural heritage
(wood, food) and history in attractive way to introduce young students our
neighbour countries.
During the project students and teachers met, communicated, exchanged
experiences and memories two or three generations ago and got to see and
experience the most special places in the area. This project was important also for
local communities because we involved them into some of the project activities.
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Klaipeda Vocational Training
Centre of Ernestas Galvanauskas

Kuldiga Technology and
Tourism Technical SchoolVõru County Vocational

Training Centre
Kuldiga Technology and tourism technical school

(founded in 1989) is a vocational school in
western Latvia providing both secondary (starting at

grade 9 or 12) and vocational education,
preparing students in the various fields of study -
furniture design and manufacturing, restoration

and carpentry, logistics and telemechanics, mechanics,
food production, restaurant and catering

services, tourism and hotel services, beauty care
services, childcare and social services.

Klaipeda Ernestas Galvanauskas Vocational Training
Center is one of the strongest vocational training
providers in Western Lithuania. The centre offers

learners of different ages and backgrounds to obtain
qualifications that are in demand in the local and

international labour market.
 

Võru County Vocational Education Center is a
vocational school in south Estonia providing secondary

(8-12th grade) and vocational education since the
merger of Väimela Agricultural Technical College and
Võru Industrial Technical College in September 1999.

Since then, we can talk about Võru County Vocational
Education Center. Väimela Agricultural Technical

College, was established in 1920, and Võru Industrial
School, was established in 1925. From September 1, 2012,

Vana-Antsla Vocational School was merged with
Võrumaa Vocational Education Center.

 



Võru County Vocational
Training Centre

As of 2022-2023 school year there are about 600 students all together in vocational and secondary education. Võru
County Vocational Education Center provides education in many different fields in construction, IT, mechatronics,
metal processing, wood processing, catering, tourism and accommodation and business. Võru Couty Vocational
Training Center also provides advanced training for adults in different kinds of fields. Implemented is also work based
learning for adults already working in the field. A lot of the practical training is done in companies, where the students
get to practise their skills in their field and get to know more about the working environment. 

Võru Vocational Education Center has 3 main buildings for teaching and also dormitories. The main building for the
school is used for studies in secondary education, IT, catering, business and tourism/accommodation. Second
building is where the school has its practical training equipment for woodworking, metalworking and mechatronics.
The third building is used for construction studies. 

Võru Vocational Education Center has been a part of international cooperation for many years and has developed a
network of partner schools all over Europe. The network of partners helps Võru County Vocational Education Center
to improve education, skills and implementation of international internships for the students and training for the
teachers. 



Klaipeda Vocational
Training Centre of Ernestas

Galvanauskas
Vocational training for adults and pupils has been developed here since 1972 – during that time a strong training base
has been developed, teaching staff has been formed, significant experience of co-operation has been gained and the
range of training services has increased.
The centre works in the areas of primary and continuous vocational training, upper secondary education, professional
rehabilitation, non-formal education for adults and all category driver training. The VTC has an Autodrome – a sectoral
practical training centre, where training in the field of transport and classes for improving the abilities and skills of
driving on slippery surfaces are carried out. E. Galvanauskas VTC also has a modern newly equipped construction
sectoral practical training centre, where training in the fields of construction, wood, engineering industries, etc. take
place.
Klaipeda Ernestas Galvanauskas Vocational Training Centre offers vocational training for a lot of different professions
in the fields of health care, social services, beauty therapy, business, construction, transport and other fields. Big
emphasis is made on the integration of individuals experiencing social exclusion for various reasons into the labour
market. Upon request of employers, according to their needs and meeting their expectations, the training of new
employees is promptly implemented; for individuals who wish to gain a qualification, flexible learning opportunities are
provided. The training is organised with emphasis on practical skills development of future professionals.
A part of the practice takes place in a real workplace – at the employer's workplace. During this practice, students have
an opportunity to exhibit their capabilities, so very often the practice becomes a successful start in the professional
activities. Reportedly, after the practice at the employer's workplace, a considerable part of students is successfully
employed.
Due to the vast scope of different professions and different education levels, E. Galvanauskas VTC has a huge target
audience starting from 16-year-olds and including adults of various ages. Every year the school has more than 1000
students and a continuously growing team of qualified pedagogical staff.



Kuldiga Technology and
Tourism Technical School 

There are around 500 students on roll in the school year 2022-2023. The school aims to provide high quality,
modern education and fulfill requirements of fast-changing labor market that enables every student equal
opportunities to get a job. There are around 80 staff members, 60 of them are teachers. The practical training takes
most of the of studies period (work-based learning). The school has a dormitory, a café/restaurant, several kitchens,
a small apprentice hotel, and various workshops for each field of learning, where students can acquire practical
skills. For more than 20 years, our school has been successfully implemented various projects organizing activities
for our students and teachers, creating and strengthening the international cooperation of our organization and
promoting internationalization in our school. The school aims to cooperate with other countries in order to learn
from the best experiences and share information and knowledge. We have experience in organizing and
participating in various activities, involving teams of young people: regional, national and international projects,
short-term exchanges. The school has potential of students who are highly motivated and willing to take part in
international activities.
Every year school has Erasmus + programme projects and acts both as sending (up to 40 students and 20
teachers) and as a host organization. Our partners are vocational schools and companies from Lithuania, Estonia,
Finland, Sweden, Ireland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Germany, Portugal, Italy, Denmark, Bulgaria, and other
countries. Our school participates in Nord Plus program, Interreg, Erasmus+ partnerships projects. The teachers and
staff go to Erasmus+ (former Comenius) qualification courses every year. In 2021 school has been awarded
“Erasmus+ accreditation (Nr.LV01/KA120/VET/2020/017)” by the National Agency. It recognizes the operational
capacity of the entity to manage high-quality mobility projects, awards and assists its efforts to achieve greater
internationalization in VET through the Erasmus+ Programme. In the previous years, we have completed many
projects related to the Erasmus program. Now we are implementing four European programs - three KA2, one KA3
as partners and four KA1, and one KA2 project as coordinators. Our school employs highly qualified teachers who,
in addition to their main work, are actively and enthusiastically involved in project work, making a valuable
contribution to achieving the project goals.
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Trip no. I
Kuldiga Technology and
Tourism Technical School 
18. 1 1 .2019 - 22. 1 1 .2019

Trip  to Kuldiga Technology and Tourism
Technical School lasted for five days -
18.-22.11.2019

On the trip the students got to cook different
Latvian national dishes, do some
woodworking, visit museums and natural
sights, learn latvian dances games and songs.

6 students and 2 teachers from Estonia and 6
students and 2 teachers from Lithuania took
part of  this trip.

On the free time students had  the opportunity
to get to know students from the partner
schools.

Summary

Video of the trip to Kuldiga: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KU28ruviwkA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KU28ruviwkA


We started our journey to Kuldiga on the morning of November 18 at 09:00 from Võrumaa
Vocational Education Center. We arrived before 16:00. Since we didn't get to the dormitory until
four o'clock, Gabriel, a student from our school, showed us around the city because he had
previously been there for an Erasmus project internship.
Latvia also had a birthday on November 18 - so we went to the city in the evening to listen to a
concert.
Listening to the concert that was there, we realized how powerful Latvian songs actually sound. It
was a really great experience to be in another country just when it was their birthday. After this
exhilarating experience, it was good to sleep in the evening.
The next day we were shown the widest waterfall in Europe. There was also a museum by the
same waterfall, where we were shown how people used to live. One interesting fact that I
remembered was that people used to sleep sitting up because there is enough time to linger in
the grave. We were also shown the parliament building and we also got to meet the mayor, which
was a great honor for us.

We also had different workshops where we could prepare different foods and we
could also make our own cutting board. We made a dish that they used to make in the
old days and sang and danced their dances. We went to a museum that showed
things that the sea has brought ashore and that ships have lost to the bottom of the sea.
Gabriel, a student from our school, received a gift there, being the 7000th visitor. We
were able to visit the bank beach, which was 22 meters high and by the sea, where it
was very peaceful. Although a week was an extremely short time, we still learned a lot
about the traditions, food, the city of Kuldiga and its culture of our southern neighbor. 



Trip no. II
Klaipeda Ernestas Galvanauskas
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Trip no. II
Klaipeda Ernestas Galvanauskas
Vocational Training Center 
21. 1 1  - 25. 1 1 .2022

Summary
Trip  to Klaipeda Ernestas Galvanauskas
Vocational Training Center lasted for five days -
21.-25.11.2022

On the trip the students got to cook different
Lithuanian national dishes, do some
woodworking, make Christmas decorations,
visit museums, city and youth center. In the
blacksmith museums the students got to
make themselves a ring.

6 students and 2 teachers from Estonia and 6
students and 2 teachers from Latvia took part
of  this trip.

On the free time students had  the opportunity
to get to know students from the partner
schools. Many of the students keep in touch
with the new friends they made on the trip.



Sandra 
Our trip lasted a total of 5 days, 2 of which were spent driving. I think that these days were

not enough to get to know the whole school and its surroundings. What I liked the
most was participating in the classes, where we could see what other students
were doing and get involved. One of the coolest classes was the painting class,
where we got concrete figures made on plaster, which had to be sanded and later
painted. The teachers and students were very friendly and always helped us. We
communicated there only in English, but I also spoke a little in Russian. I also made
a few friends there with whom I can now speak and practice English every day.
After school, we always went to the city where we were shown museums,
churches, sculptures and many other such things. The Black Smith Museum was
the most exciting, where we got to make a ring for ourselves. The trip was so great
that I didn't want to come back to Estonia anymore, as the downside was that we
had too little time there.



Dāvis 
The trip to Lithuania was interesting, I liked those moments when I could do something that I
had never done before, and it was also possible to meet other people and become friends, 
I still I contacted one Lithuanian and three Estonians, they are cool people with whom you
can talk and sometimes remember and improve your English language skills.It was a nice
and pleasant company, or our group, but we argued a little about little things, but that's
normal. I didn't really like walking around the acropolis on the first day because I'm not used
to walking around the shops so much, but I managed to find something, so it was worth it .
There was absolutely nothing to complain about, everything is perfect and I would gladly go
on such a trip again



Külli 
The hosts had done their best to make our days interesting and busy.
On the first day, we got to know the school and the student council. The school building had been
renovated after my last visit 4 years ago and looked nice and modern. I had the opportunity to meet
the teachers who hosted me last time and that was very nice. The student council seemed to be
bright-eyed and active, there was genuine interest against what is happening in the visiting schools.
The afternoon was spent on a local museum tour. It gave quite a lot of both background and factual
knowledge about the history of Lithuania. On the second day, we participated in practical workshops,
where my personal favorite was where we made Christmas decorations. I already had the possibility
to use the experience I had already gained with the students of the cleaner&#39;s assistant
curriculum. In the evening we visited two youth centers. The young people in the centers were open
and friendly. There was a music room furnished for extra band rehearsals (sound insulation,
professional equipment, etc.).
On the third day of our stay in Klaipeda, we participated in a practical workshop where the topic was
making a folding bench. The work was done in teams and the students were very skilled and shared
work responsibilities well. A &quot;smithing&quot; workshop followed. We made rings. It seemed that
it was very interesting for the students, not all of them had such previous experiences. At the end of
the day we took part in a traditional Lithuanian dance lesson. Based on what I have seen, I conclude
that there is also a certain coincidence with Estonian traditional dances. It was good to see so many
interested people gather to dance.
In summary, I can say that it was a trip that broadened my horizons and offered new
experiences. I would like to thank Marko, who drove us around!



Iluta 
The trip to Lithuania was nice, I liked being in a different school with different people. It was
nice meeting new people and getting even their contacts, I sometimes even talk to one of
them. The activity’s that we did after school were also pretty good but the only problem was
that it was cold outside and so we couldn’t do it longer or walk around the city more.
Klaipėda is a beautiful city and I will definitely go there again some day, it was a very nice
experience and also a chance to see what it’s like in our neighbour country.



Hanno 

Vairo 

The trip to Klaipeda was busy and exciting. The most interesting joint activities for me were:
city tour, visiting museums and youth centers. In conclusion, it can be stated that
Klaipeda was interesting, and since I had never been to Lithuania before, I was able to
expand my horizons. A good company to go to Klaipeda with can also be mentioned as one
very big plus.

The Lithuania trip to Klaipeda was incredibly awesome. There should be more such trips.
The activities we did there were interesting (museums, youth centers, old town, etc.). I would
like there to be more projects like this one. It develops the student and increases horizons.



Kristers 
TI liked the exchange project that was located in Lithuania, it was interesting to
gain experience in their school and youth centres. I mostly enjoyed the
communication in english, because out of nowhere communicating with others
in english at home or even school would seem odd. We got to compare our
school programs, and each school was amazed of what other schools had to
offer. Overall i enjoyed the trip, because i gained new friends.



Cristel 
The drive to Klaipeda was long, but it was worth it. On the first day, we arrived in Klaipeda in
the evening, where we settled into the school dormitory. On the second day, we visited the
school, where we got a tour and talked more about our schools. We also visited several
museums related to the World War. We got to know the city more closely, various sculptures
and old buildings remained on the way. The city was big and beautiful. At school, we got to
know the students&#39; classes more closely. For example, we could participate in a coloring
class. In floristry class, where we each made our own Christmas decorations. We also got to
make a wooden chair at the woodworking shop. I was able to improve my English during my
studies. Of course, at first I was afraid that I might get into trouble with my language skills,
but instead everything went very well.
The trip could have been a little longer. I am very satisfied with myself that I participated in
this trip and I hope others will have the same opportunity one day.



Pēteris 

Katrīna

Justīne

I liked the exhange program. It was fun meeting and communicating with new
people. I also enjoyed learning about how their school system works. The youth
centres was full of interesting things to do also. I mostly enjoyed it because it was
new to me and it’s not something that you get to do everyday.

 I really liked the museum. The school itself seemed interesting. I was very happy
when I arrived in the dormitories..There were no things that were not liked.  I really
liked the Lithuanian dances.

 I really enjoyed the city tours. Loved all the fun this project offered. I really liked
the school.



Trip no. III
Võru County Vocational Training
Center
5. - 9. 1 2 .2022



Trip no. III
Võru County Vocational 
Training Center
5. - 9. 1 2 .2022

Summary
Trip  to Võru County Vocational Training Center
lasted for five days 5. - 9. 1 2 .2022

On the trip the students got to cook different
Estonian national dishes, do some
woodworking, make Christmas decorations,
visit museums, city and Võru Institute.

6 students and 2 teachers from Latvia and 5
students and 2 teachers from Lithuania took
part of  this trip. 

On the free time students had  the opportunity
to get to know students from the partner
schools. 



Vanesa 
1) In Estonia, I liked the amenities provided to us the best - the dormitories were
very tasteful and comfortable. It was warm. I really liked the welcome.
2) I liked the project manager's narration of each object, etc.
3) I liked museums. You could learn a lot of new things in them. To see different
things etc. (The only downside to all of this was that the guides did not speak
enough English, which in turn made it difficult for me to understand what was
said, etc.).



Ziede 
I can say that 3 days was definitely not enough. It was very interesting to learn what
kind of town it is and the history of the town. The museums were the most interesting, I
learned a lot about the past of the inhabitants, their traditions, their life, food, talismans
and what their history is from the very first days. What I liked most was their friendliness
and openness, that they welcomed us so warmly.
I made new friends. They told us more about their daily life at school and what they do
on weekends. It was really interesting to listen and speak with them in English and
Russian. I realized that during those 3 days while we spent time together, I improved
my English language skills. I liked the visit to the Moniste rural life museum the most,
where I had the opportunity to carve a branch and try out their traditional food.
Although, as I said, there was too little time, but I enjoyed every second spent there. If
there was an opportunity to do it again, I would definitely go there again.



Julia 

Angelina

Boguslav

A very fun and interesting trip, we learned about a new nationality and saw how people
lived before us, the guys with whom we traveled - very cheerful, kind and humorous,
thank you very much for the trip!

I enjoyed the trip, everyone was fun and friendly. 
It was a bit boring to be in the museums,
but in general I liked everything.

I really liked Estonia. There was a lot of snow and very cold, many different interesting
places. We were shown many different museums and galleries. We went on a city tour. I
found museums and traditions the most interesting. We were shown how people lived
in the past. What medicines were used in ancient times.



Agne 
Food, amulets, dialects, craftsmanship, historical artefacts, art, or everything in one
word – culture. This entire trip was filled with various aspects of Estonian culture. The
program was quite intense, because it is quite difficult to give as many cultural
experiences as possible in just 3 days. I really liked the balance between theoretical
knowledge, such as visits to museums or the Voru institute, and practical experiences,
such as making your own traditional amulets, learning how to make
traditional meals or cutting a log with a two-man saw. This was already my second
time in Vaimela, but if I had the opportunity, I would definitely go there again.



Gabrielė
Our trip lasted 5 days, 2 of which we spent driving. We were on a tour in a school in
Estonian. It is cool and interesting because it consists of many buildings. The school
dormitory is very comfortable and modern. I liked the lesson, where we made an
Estonian amulet from branches and threads, after returning I hung it on the Christmas
tree. I also really liked the car collection, the garage is very nicely equipped. The
teachers and students of the Estonian school are very friendly, We exchanged
contacts with some students and continue to communicate. The journey was long
but memorable.



Antanas

Milana

Our trip to Estonia lasted five days, two of which were a round trip by bus. We arrived
in the community around six o&#39;clock in the evening. After getting off the bus, I
saw that Estonia had a very beautiful landscape that I would admire during our entire
visit. During our stay in Estonia, we visited many museums, I don't even remember
their names anymore, but I can say it was really interesting.

This trip was quite fun. We had to drive for 8 hours to Estonia and back, but I didn''t
regret going. When we arrived, all the fun and introductions started. I liked making an
amulet the most, a tour of a vocational school, cooking, and the car collection. One
week was really not enough because 2 days were already deleted due to travel.


